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SCKBNECTADY COUNTY COURTHOUSE ^A-C^ 

Sw An addendum to 
Old Court House A , 
108 Union Street ^ 
Sehenectady, New York \\ ' 
in HABS ^tali^.Suj2^eineni (1959) (J>*ft-0 

iiddrssQ: 108 Union Street, Sehenectady, Schenectedy County", 
Ne\7 York, 

Preset P™.^,1'     Sehenectady City School District, 
and Occupant: 

Present...Use;      Board of Education offices. 

Brief Statement   In  Important public building of Sehenectady County 
of Significance:  for over a century. 

PAUT I. . HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

i .     Physical History 

1. Original end subsequent owners:  Scheneciacy County until 
eboui 1915; Sehenectady City School District to date. 

2. Date of erection: 1-531 [date in friexe of north front] 
to IS33 [BulletI_n of the Sehenectady County Historical So cipty. Vol. 
5, Mo. 1 (September 19*61)"] .""  " "" * " 

3. Original plans, construct Ion., etc.: Offices vere on 
f:!rst flooray courtroom on second floor of main portion. The jail 
occupied the baser-ent of the rear v/Ing. 

L.     Motes on alterations and additions:  Interior of rear 
v;lng appears to have been divided and adapted to present uses in 
relatively recent yeais-. Prisoners' calls formerly in basement of 
rear v.'ing, have been icken out. 

5. Sources of information: Jht/;a--vi_a,r of September 7, 1962 
'.vith Giles Y. van der Bogcrt_. 27 H. Perry Street- Sehenectady, Nev/ York. 

B.  Lihely Sources Sob Yet Investigated;  Records of Sehenectady 
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PART  II.  MCHITECCURftL INFO^TIOH. 

A. General Statement 

1. Axx'-hlteetural  character;     I: substantial public building 
of 1831 j  with a monumental Greek Doric portico. 

2. Condition of fabric:    Good,  well maintained. 

B. Technical Bescrrotion of Exterior 

----..j.-.,-. "^ 
1. Over-all dimensions:    Main portion &0T--11'   x 70'-5"; 

rear wing  approximately 40'   x 71'.    T..o eiori;w (   ith par-: three  ; 

2. Foundations:     Stone   (little  is visible  above grade). 

3-    VJall construction:     Brick.,  Flemish bond on aiain portion, 
American bond on rear ring;  painted. 

L.    Porches,   stoops:     Kexysiylo,   two-story portico with pedi- 
ment  and Greek Doric wood columns  (20  flutes, low attic base with 
round plinth).     Brick entae with v/ooden caps en wall  at ends of por- 
tico;   intermediate  columns  are recalled by only corbelled cans on 
wall.     Floor and ceiling of wood;   stone steps in control bay  appear 
modern;,  as does iron rail. 

3k     Chtsineys;     One on each side of main portion,  near front; 
iuo  in rear uing. 

6. Openings: 

a. Doorways and  doors:     Entrance  frontispiece with 
plain antse,   slisple,  three-piece  enieblaoure; within this  is  a double 
doorway flanked by a fluted pile star  and side light on each side. 
These  pilasters  carry simple.   iwo--pieee entablature,  with 'trap.so::1, 
light over it, 

b. ..indews  and   shutters.     Double hung  sash,   tao  over 
tv/o  lights,   appear relatively eodcrn.     ko  „.naicat"ton of shutters. 
kione sills,  stone lintels with crowning echinus nolding.     kinoowe 
of rear wing arc  smsli, with fiat brick caches  at head,   atone sills. 

7. Hoof: 

a. khepe,   covering;     G: ble  roof. 

b. Cornice:     knwb let vase of Doric areer carries  around 
T.rrin portion of building in simplified  fcr!;:--Copaci:. lly omission of 
irigiyphs  and aiutulcs.    Hear wing rwo very s"tuple  cornice on class, 
stemmed  gables  at  ends. 
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C. Technical Description of Interior 

1. Flooi* plans:    I.    Central stair hall in main portion, 
offices on each side.     Central hell in rear wing.     II.     Courtroom 
across front  (now divided).    Rear wing has central hall  and offices 
at each side.    III.     Small third  floor,  two rooms,  one each side of 
stair hall. 

2. Stairways;    7/ood;  open well, 14 risers to landing,  8 
risers to  second  floor.    Open string, turned newel,  round handrail, 
simple,  turned balusters, 2 to a tread.    Treads have been covered. 
Simple brackets In form of rectangular panel. 

3. Flooring; Modern maple and linoleum coverings. 

4. .'all and ceiling finish; Plaster, painted. 

5. Doorv/ays and doors;  Interior of entrance has wood 
paneled antae on each side of side lights, with narrow, three-piece 
entablature under the transom light. A  number of old doors are 
eight-panel, molded. 

6. Trim: Doors and windows have wide wood architrave trim, 
the outer molding being an echinus and fillet. Ko plinth. High 
molded wood base in hall; simple^ lower base in other rooms.  Trim 
in rear wing is very simple. 

7 .  Hardware:  Apparently replacements throughout, although 
some cast iron butts (two per door) in main portion appear old. 

8. Lighting: Ho original fixtures visible. 

9. Heating:  No Indication of original system on interiors 
but chimneys are in existence. 

D. Site;   Faces north on a residential street.  Now parking 
areas surround rear and sides of the building. 

Prepared by Karley j. HcKee, /rchitect 
National Par?.; Service 
September 1962. 
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